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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to consider how the urban area of Mashiki machi has spread out by reading
the topographical map. The urban area of Mashiki machi lies at the edge of the spreading urban area of
Kumamoto city. It has spread out while gradually swallowed up by the urbanization of Kumamoto city.

The results of our research are as follow:

@ According to our reading of the topographical map, Mashiki machi was not influenced by the
urbanization of Kumamoto city until 1948 or so. Roughly in 1967, it began to undergo its influence.

@ Around 1967, you can notice the spread of urban area down to Hirosaki, the border district on
Kumamoto city. On the other hand, the urbanization of Kumamoto city spread out to Akitsu.

@ Urban area of Mashiki machi and Kumamoto city spread out from both sides along the Prefectural
Route 28 and are linked together around 1978. In 1989, the urban area of the both sides were
overlapped almost completely at the border towns like Kengun and Kiyama, and began to spread

sideways, too. .

@ The spread of urban area in Mashiki machi became more remarkable from 1978 to 1989, and there
was small-sized development of urban sprawl everywhere. From 1989 to 1999, the remaining
agricultural land was developed into residential area and led the area into further urbanization .
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