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Abstract 
   The authors carried out holistic studies to analyze the extent to which Japanese 
university students’ English vocabulary varies, depending on the fields of target words and 
the language skills.  This paper makes a more detailed examination of the rate at which 
each English word is acquired by Japanese university students in listening and reading, 
with target words in business and non-business areas. Then English words which have 
stronger correlations with business-oriented TOEIC test scores are presented. 
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Listening Part 235  249  

Reading Part 161  188  

Total   396  437  
 ( 2011) 
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169 13.6%

TOEIC IP
 

 
(2)  

  

B/L B/R 
document     45.93 conference 59.88 
expand 41.27 accountant 55.81 
conference 31.97 submit 55.81 
submit 30.23 expand 53.48 
secretarial 29.65 colleague 52.90 
payment    25.58 document     48.25 
colleague 21.51 payment 47.09 
investment 16.27 notify 45.34 
personnel 15.69 secretarial 38.37 
headquarters 13.95 insurance 31.97 
notify 13.37 firm 27.32 
accountant 12.79 investment 26.74 
guarantee 12.20 contract 20.34 
contract 11.62 headquarters 20.34 
firm 9.88 guarantee 19.76 
application 6.98 revise 19.76 
insurance 6.40 personnel 18.60 
refund 5.81 application 16.86 

brochure 2.91 refund 7.56 
revise 1.74 brochure 5.81 
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government 65.69 government 70.34 
desire 33.72 climate 67.44 
impressive 26.74 failure 65.11 
failure 25.58 remain 63.37 
remain 24.41 impressive 59.88 
criticize 19.18 sort 51.74 
method 18.60 desire 44.76 
criminal 15.11 method 44.76 

obey 15.11 obey   44.18 
sort 15.11 political 41.86 
determine 14.53 voter 35.46 
political 11.62 criticize 29.65 
evidence 7.56 criminal 29.06 
climate 5.81 lung   29.06 
excessive 2.33 determine 27.90 
residential 2.33 evidence 19.76 
respectively 2.33 alter 15.69 

alter 0.58 excessive 11.04 
lung 0.58 respectively 6.98 
voter  0 residential 5.23 
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t     

accountant 0.430 10.85** 
notify 0.319 8.73** 
colleague 0.313 8.61** 
conference 0.279 8.13**  
insurance 0.255 7.66** 
submit 0.255 6.87** 
payment 0.215 5.62** 
revise 0.180 5.69** 
firm 0.174 5.57** 
expand 0.122 4.07** 
investment 0.104 3.38** 
application 0.098 3.51** 
contract 0.087 3.37** 
secretarial 0.087 2.65** 
guarantee 0.075 3.23** 
headquarters 0.064 3.41** 
brochure 0.029 2.26* 
personnel 0.029 1.14 
document 0.023 0.63 
refund 0.017 1.34 
(*p<.05   **p<.01) 
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climate 0.616 16.57** 
failure 0.395   10.32** 
remain 0.390   9.75** 

sort 0.366 9.47** 
voter 0.355 9.69** 
impressive 0.331 8.75** 
political 0.302 8.16** 
obey 0.291 8.14** 
lung 0.284 8.25** 
method 0.261 7.78** 
alter   0.151 5.51** 
criminal 0.140 3.84** 
determine 0.134 3.93** 
evidence 0.122 4.42** 
desire 0.110 3.20** 
criticize 0.105 3.51** 
excessive 0.087 3.77** 
respectively 0.046 2.33** 
government 0.046 1.13 
residential 0.029 1.51 
 (*p<.05   **p<.01) 
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Vocabulary Test (B/L) 

1. The number of job (          ) shows how 
attractive the position is. 
2. This company has a plan to move its 
(          ) to the newly developed area.  
3. We will announce the new product at a news 
(          ). 
4. This is a good chance to (          ) our 
business because of the new law. 
5. He studied hard in order to pass the test to 
become an (          ). 
6. Our (          ) from the Tokyo office will 
meet you at the airport. 
7. All company workers receive health 
(          ). 
8. I would like a low-risk (          ). 
9. I’d like to check the report before you 
(          ) it. 
10. Her (          ) skills have helped her boss to 
work effectively. 
11. You can choose the means of (          ). 
12. Most of the staff members work on a short 
term (          ). 

13. I received a phone call from the (          ) 
manager about the next interview. 

14. We are proud to (          ) the best quality 
with the cheapest price. 
15. We will get a discount if we bring this 
(          ). 
16. The original version is very complicated, so it 
will take time to (          ) it. 
17. Usually we can t get a (          ) without 

receipts. 
18. I need half an hour to complete the 
(          ). 
19. Could you (          ) us when you can join 
our project? 
20. This (          ) is doing business in 20 
nations. 
 
Vocabulary Test  (B/R) 

 

1. There have been over 300 applications for the 
post.  
2. The sales data from the previous day is sent to 
the headquarters. 
3. Mr. Lewis is leaving for New York to attend a 
conference there. 
4. The company has a plan to expand its service 
into South America. 
5. My sister works as an accountant. 
6. I joined the seminar with some colleagues. 
7. About $3,000 of the damage was covered by 
insurance. 
8. It is risky to put all the money into one type of 
investment. 
9. You have to submit the sales report by the end 
of this week. 
10. She takes an evening class to learn secretarial 
skills after work. 



TOEIC

11. Payment must be made at the time of the 
order, not when you receive the goods. 
12. The two directors shook hands firmly after 
signing the contract. 
13. You should give the form to the personnel 
department by Friday. 
14. All the computers sold in this store are 
guaranteed for three years. 
15. Some information in the brochure was out of 
date.  
16. This book needs to be revised since the data in 
it is rather old.  
17. We will make no refund for any reason once 
you open packages. 
18. I have prepared the necessary documents to 
get a passport. 
19. If you lose your credit card, you should notify 
the Help Desk as soon as possible. 
20. Our firm s new office will be located in the 

building opposite to the station. 
 
Vocabulary Test (NB/L) 
CD

 

1. Many restaurants downtown (          ) open 
after midnight on weekends. 
2. A new (          ) of dance is becoming 
popular among young people. 
3. Students who were taught by the new 
(          ) got higher scores on the test.  
4. He left the (          ) party since he didn’t 
agree with their policies. 
5. The new (          ) will be formed by the end 
of next week.  
6. They have hard (          ) that he stole the 
car. 
7. When you try something new, you shouldn’t be 

afraid of (          ). 
8. (          ) may have an effect on each 
person’s personality. 

9. It is natural that everyone should (          ) 
to live a happy life. 
10. I haven’t (          ) whether to attend the 
party or not. 
11. Top athletes usually have strong (          ) 
power. 
12. Children were supposed to (          ) their 
parents in the past. 
13. The new movie has been (          ) because 
of the many violent scenes. 
14. Her way of speaking is so (          ) that 
people will never forget her. 
15. He is calm and quiet, and doesn’t look like a 
(          ). 
16. Some hotels have (          ) space for 
people who stay for a long time. 
17. This time (          ) will make up their 
mind at the last moment. 
18. My two children became a policeman and a 
nurse, (          ). 
19. They (          ) one room into two smaller 
rooms. 
20. Because (          ) force was used, some 
people got injured in the protest. 
 
Vocabulary Test (NB/R) 

 

1. The baby remained silent for a long time. 
2. Various sorts of coffee beans are sold in this 
shop. 
3. They have tried many modern methods at the 
factory. 
4. We had better not talk about political problems 
at meals.  



5. The local government is going to introduce a 
new rule. 
6. We haven’t got enough evidence to prove our 
point. 
7. If you want to succeed next time, you should 
learn from your failure this time. 
8. Many people go to Hawaii in winter to enjoy the 
warm climate there. 
9. He desired to get good scores on the tests. 
10. The cause of the terrible accident was never 
determined. 
11. Smoking can cause serious lung problems. 
12. There are students who don’t obey teachers 
and make trouble. 
13. It’s easy to criticize what other people do. 
14. He made an impressive speech in front of 
many people. 
15. The police, searching for the criminal, visit 
every house for information. 
16. A friend of mine has bought a house in a quiet 
residential area. 
17. Voters have made a line outside the voting 
station. 
18. The couple has a boy and a girl, who are ten 
and seven, respectively. 
19. She has put on weight and has to alter her 
clothes. 
20. We have to be careful about the excessive use 
of medicine. 
 


