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Abstract
This research analyzed the spatial structures of the inner city of 400-800 thousand population cities. With results of this analysis, the
inner city of Kumamoto was investigated. As a previous research pointed out, the city center is moving toward station from conventional
urban core under the influence of the large number of railroad passengers and the accumulation of large-scale retail stores and urban
redevelopment projects nearby. However, it was peculiar that Kumamoto city’s center moved toward opposite area from the station due to
historical factors unique to Kumamoto. Further intensive case study and comparison with morphologically similar city like Kanazawa
would help us to understand Kumamoto city’s future changes in its inner city.
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