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Abstract

This research will focus on the image representation of a historical concept in China, “Lie qiang”,
which could be translated as “Great Powers” in English, but holds much more negative meaning and a
strong relationship with wars and traumas brought by Colonialism in modern times. So in a certain
sense, this concept and its subtle semantic difference with “Great Powers” is a very important
perspective for us to know the Chinese's worldview and national identity.

Former researches on “image of foreign countries in modern China” have been too limited in some
stereotypes built by formulaic and theatrical images in caricatures. And the spirit of that age embodied
by the historical concept “Lie qiang” has never been noticed. Therefore, this research will focus on the
illustrations in The Eastern Miscellany during the period of the First World War (1914-1918), and
discuss how a distant war among “Lie qiang” could be represented in pictures by a magazine insisting on
neutrality and objectivity, and find out another face of “Lie qiang”’s image in modern China.

Through the analysis on illustrations in The Fastern Miscellany during the First World War, we could
find that the concrete, relational and complicated image of “Lie qiang” in it 1s quite different from
stereotyped ones in other contemporary publications. This will certainly enrich and deepen nowadays

researchers’imagination on how people in the old days understood the world.
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