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Abstract

In this study, we reviewed the “controversy” between Kato and Iino and explored the organization

presented as the central hypothesis of Barnard’s theory and the question of what is the fundamental

agent that forms organization. If the organization is considered to be a system of consciously coordinated

activities and forces, the theory of organization needs to explicate what exactly is doing the coordinating.

By reviewing the controversy surrounding this question in terms of the metaphor used in the construction

of Barnard’s theory, we found that organizational structure is coordinated purely by the organization, and

that consequently, the organization—rather than the system of collaboration—serves not only as the

central hypothesis, but also as its foundation of the whole of Barnard’s theory.
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