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Abstract
According to some dictionaries, human science is defined as the science of human culture. Our cultural activity actually
ranges broadly from personal to social ones, and it is difficult to draw a clear line between the two categories. That is
why human science and social science cannot be clearly separated from each other. But human science is also called
“humanities” and I think there is enough reason for it to be given this name. In the case of human science, human
beings are treated as the object of study just like the ones in social science and natural science. But its another name,
humanities, makes us feel that we are looking at ourselves more closely without any distance between us as
researchers and us as the object of study. The emphasis is placed here not on systematic analysis but on a close
observation of human beings faced directly with basic issues of life such as love, human ties, adversity, disease, conflict
and death. Humanities as explained here may be exemplified, for example, by literature. Unfortunately literature, a
symbol of old academism, is not a preferable subject of college education because much more weight is given now to
practical education in college. But what is lacking especially among college students is the opportunity to give a deeper
thought to human life as we experience while reading literature. I consider in this essay how humanities can contribute

to college education and to contemporary society as a whole.
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